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<ABSTRACT>

This study aims to investigate how medium-strength collocations, taking the form of high frequency delexical verbs 

followed by NP, are used in middle school English textbooks, National English Listening Tests and the BNC spoken 

in order to examine if authentic delexical Verb+NP expressions were appropriately used in students’ learning and 

assessment materials. For this, the study constructed corpora using twenty-four textbooks based on the National 

English Curriculum and National English Listening Tests in the years from 2011 to 2017. The analysis of the 

corpora revealed: First, the name of disease expressions of‘ HAVE+NP’ in the first grade English textbooks 

accounted for 14.5%. However, none of these expressions were included in the Listening Tests. Second, in case of 

the verb ‘TAKE,’ ‘take a picture’ was the most common phrase in the textbooks and the Listening Tests. The 

expressions where the verb ‘TAKE’ followed by NP were presented 51 times in the textbooks(71.8%), while 

presented 53 times in the LGSWE and 18 times in the LDOCE respectively. Finally, ‘MAKE+NP’ expressions did 

not show a variety of expressions compared to the expressions with the other verbs. Most collocations here were 

used with the names of food. Only 10 expressions were used in the textbooks among 64 expressions(38 expressions 

in the LGSWE and 26 expressions in the LDOCE), taking up 26.3% of the textbook expressions. The findings 

indicated that the verb ‘MAKE’ did not show a wide range of expressions among the three target verbs. Hence, it is 

critical to include more collocations of high frequency delexical verbs such as ‘HAVE’, ‘TAKE’, and ‘MAKE’+NP 

in the textbooks and the Listening Tests. In addition, it is imperative to balance the use of such expressions between 

textbooks and listening tests in order to help students to improve their communicative competence.
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3. Corpora and English Language Teaching 

III. Methods
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<Table 1> High frequency verbs in middle school 

English textbooks

Order Middle 1 Middle 2 Middle 3

1 Be do Be

2 do be do

3 listen listen listen

4 like talk have(825)

5 talk have(471) think

6 go like like

7 have(323) think talk

8 speak go know

9 look want want

10 play speak go

11 want look make(442)

12 check know say

13 make(163) play look

14 meet see speak

15 say take(218) get

16 sound make(204) take(311)

17 think get see

18 take(150) check read

19 see practice let

20 answer choose play

<Table 2> High frequency verbs in listening tests

Order Middle 1 Middle 2 Middle 3

1 Be Be Be

2 do do have(195)

3 have(106) have(172) do

4 see go like

5 like like go

6 want want get

7 go take(69) take(79)

8 let get think

9 get help see

10 take(38) look help

11 look thank look

12 need know know

13 help think need

14 know make(46) thank

15 buy need want

16 turn play buy

17 think buy make(44)

18 make(29) visit love

19 use heard say

20 find read check

3. Procedures
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IV. Results and Discussion

1. High Frequency Delexical Verbs

2. High Frequency Delexical Verb Collocations 

in Textbooks and Listening Tests

<Middle School 1> 

<Table 3> TAKE+NP in middle school 1 textbooks 

and listening tests

O: Order  T: Textbooks  L: Listening Tests  F: Frequency  

O T L F %

1
A course /

lesson / class
A picture

/photo
12 / 8

13.04 / 
22.85

2 A walk A care 9 / 6
9.78 / 
17.1

3
A picture / 

photo
Subway 8 / 4

8.69 / 
11.4

4
An hour /

hours / An order
A class 7 / 2

7.60 / 
5.71

5 A bath

A trip / 
An x-ray / 

A bus / Time / 
An hour/hours

6 / 1
6.52 / 
2.85

6
A trip / A 

look
- 3 3.26

7 A minute - 2 2.17

8

Place / A care 
/ Drug / 

Medicine / Train 
/ A rest / Time

/ A taxi / 
A phone / 
A bus / A 
shower /

A temperature

- 1 1.08
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 <Table 4> HAVE+NP in middle school 1 textbooks 

and listening tests

O: Order  T: Textbooks  L: Listening Tests  F: Frequency

<Middle School 2> 

O T L F %

1
Disease /

injury
Disease /

injury
40 / 
13

14.54 
/ 

14.94

2 Idea Time
10 / 

5
3.64 / 
5.75

3
Breakfast / 

Time
Dinner / 
A minute

9 / 2
3.27 / 
2.30

4
Lunch / 
Problem

Breakfast 4 / 1
1.45 / 
1.15

5
Dinner / 
A fight

- 2 0.73

6 A look - - 0.36
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<Table 5> TAKE+NP in middle school 2 textbooks 

and listening tests

O: Order  T: Textbooks  L: Listening Tests  F: Frequency

<Table 6> MAKE+NP in middle school 2 textbooks 

and listening tests

O: Order  T: Textbooks  L: Listening Tests  F: Frequency

<Table 7> HAVE+NP in middle school 2 textbooks 

and listening tests

O: Order  T: Textbooks  L: Listening Tests  F: Frequency

O T L F %

1
A picture/

photo

A picture/
photo / 

A minute

34 / 
6

21.79 
/ 

11.76

2
A Course /

lesson / class

An order / 
Course/class/

lesson / 
Part in

19 / 
4

12.17 
/ 7.84

3  A break

A look / 
A care / 
Drug /

medicine / 
A bus / 

An hour/hours

18 / 
3

11.53 
/ 5.88

4 A care Seat / Subway 7 / 2
4.49 / 
3.92

5

A bus / 
Place/ Stairs / 

A minute / 
Steps / Turn

Time / 
A boat / 
Place / 

A deep breath

5 / 1
3.21 / 
1.96

6

Subway / 
A look / 
A trip / 
A look

- 4 2.56

7
A note / 
A shower

- 3 1.92

8
Seat / 

A walk / Spot
- 1 0.64

O T L F %

1 A friend A reservation 4
3.77 / 

1.33

2 A mistake A mistake 3
2.83 / 

10

3 Money A friend 2
1.89 / 

6.67

4

An interview / 

Plan / 

A budget

Plan / 

A noise / 

A difference

1
0.94 / 

3.33

O T L F %

1
Disease /

Injury
Time

25 / 

9

9.59 / 

7.56

2
Time / 

Dinner

Disease /

Injury
9 / 8

3.45 / 

6.72

3 Accident Idea 8 / 4
3.07 / 

3.36

4 Idea

Dinner / 

Lunch / 

Problem

7 / 2
2.68 / 

1.68

5 Problem

A look / 

Children / 

Chance

5 / 1
1.92 / 

0.84

6 Breakfast - 3 1.15

7 A look - 1 0.38
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<Middle School 3> 

<Table 8> TAKE+NP in middle school 3 textbooks 

and listening tests

O: Order  T: Textbooks  L: Listening Tests  F: Frequency

O T L F %

1
A picture /

photo
A picture/ 

photo
53 / 

8

23.55 
/ 

16.32

2 A care
A 

course/lesson/c
lass

20 / 
6

8.88 / 
12.24

3
A course /
lesson/class

A bus /  
A look

18 / 
4

8.00 / 
8.16

4
A minute / 

Time
A minute

15 / 
3

6.66 / 
6.12

5 An hour/hours
A break /  
A care / 

An hour/hours

14 / 
2

6.22 / 
4.08

6 A look

Drug / 
medicine / 

 Train / 
Elevator / 
An order / 

Seats

10 / 
1

4.44 / 
2.04

7 A note - 9 4

8
A trip / 
An order

- 6 2.66

9 Place - 5 2.22

10
Break / Drug/

Medicine / 
Part in

- 4 1.77

11 Action / Exam - 3 1.33

12
Test /

A ride / Memo
- 2 0.88

13

Deep breath /
Seat /

A bath / 
A shower

- 1 0.44
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<Table 9> MAKE+NP in middle school 3 textbooks 

and listening tests

O: Order  T: Textbooks  L: Listening Tests  F: Frequency

<Table 10> HAVE+NP in middle school 3 textbooks 

and listening tests

O: Order  T: Textbooks  L: Listening Tests  F: Frequency

3. High Frequency Delexical Verb Collocations 

in Textbooks and BNC Spoken

O T L F %

1 A friend A mistake
33 / 

4
24.62 
/ 14.8

2 A noise A reservation 9 / 3
6.71 / 
11.1

3 A mistake A noise 7 / 2
5.22 / 
7.40

4 A note
phone call / 

Decision
5 / 1

3.73 / 
3.70

5 An excuse - 4 2.98

6

Time / 
A phone call 

/ 
A wish / 

A difference /
A decision

- 2 1.59

7
A plan / 

A speech / 
Fun / Sense

- 1 0.74

O T L F %

1 Time Problem
25 / 

5

5.85 / 

4.13

2 An influence Time / Idea
23 / 

4

5.39 / 

3.31

3 Idea Dinner
17 / 

3

3.98 / 

2.48

4

Lunch / 

Disease /

Injury / 

Dinner

Disease /

Injury /

Lunch

10 / 

2

2.34 / 

1.65

5 Breakfast

Breakfast / 

A heart /

Choice

7 / 1
1.64 / 

0.83

6 A fight - 4 0.94

7
Problem / 

Chance
3 0.70

8

A heart / 

Difficulty / 

A minute / 

A discussion

- 1 0.23
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4. High Frequency Delexical Verb Collocations 

in Listening Tests and BNC Spoken
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. Ⅴ Conclusion and Implications

1. Conclusion
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2. Implications References
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